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corporata, l:_v.r tht nama to sue amd be sued,
Madedmmcm:l:oflunr‘amiw, t:ohaveandusaa

theeharl:.erand



Director of the Department of Legislative Reference
Maryland Generel Assembly.

{b) Amofthecmrsesanddiatmeesdescnbingtheuurpurate
boundaries shall be on file in the City offices and availabie for
poblic inspection during noxrmel business hours. A mep showing the
cu:mtcorpuratehoundanshanhemmtainedmthedty
offiue and shall be gimilarly available for public inspectioms.



All legislative powars of the City &hall be vested ian a
Commission consisting of four Commissiomers and a Mayor who shall
be elacted as hereinafter provided and who shall hold office for a
term of three years or until their sucpessors take office. The
regular term of members of the Commissgion shall expire at 8:15
p.m. on the £irst Thursday following the election and
qualification of their successors. Members of the Commission
holding office at the time this Charter bectmes effective shall
contimme to hold office for the term for which they were elected
ﬁ wuntil their successors take office under the provisions of
s Charter. - ' T '

1 302- ] -; -' . .‘ .: - J_S __:'_“\L'

The Mayor amd Commisgioners ghall have resided in the City at
least two yeurs, immediately preceding their eleccion, shall be
twenty-Five (25) years of age, shall not have been conwvicted of 2
felony or a misdemeancr inwvolving moral turpitude and shall be
qealified voters of the City pursuant to Section 501 of this

Rach Compissioner shall receive an ammal salary which chall
heasmaif_iaﬂ.frmtim.to'timbya:ordina’nce yssed by the

paid to the Mayor, eitlier by way of increase or decrease, shall be
finally ordained prior to the mmicipal election to elect the next

-



N
&

succeeding Mayor, and shall tske effect only as to the next

open

(b) Closed Sessioms. Commission may mest in closed‘

aessimurad:mmanopmseasimbo a closed session to:

(1) Discuss the appointment, employment, assigmment,
promotion, discipline ‘demotion, msatian reinoval,
resignation, or performance eva:lmi:im appo:.ni:ees.
aployaescrofﬁcialsmw&nmnm;uisdimmor

otharpe:melmttertbat affect:smeo:r:mre

q:aciﬁc 1nd:.vidnals

A2) Pmtecttheprivacy or reputat:mn of individuals w:l.th-
. respecttoamatterthatunot:elatedtopublic

{3) Consider the acquisition of real for a publ:.c
purpose and matters directly related thereto;

(4) Cmgid_ar the:.nvesi:ment ‘of public funds;
(5} Consider the marketing of public securities;
(6) Comsult with legal comsel to cbtain legal advice;

(7)" Comsult with staff, congultants or other - md:.nduals :
about pending or potential litigatiom; :

1Y

- (8) Comfuct collective bargaining negotiations ‘or ‘consider

matters that relate to the nqotiatmns.

{9) D:scusspublicsemrity:.fthecmmmldatermims that
public discussion would constitute a risl: to- the public

. or to pub:l:l.c security, mcludmg deployment of
police services amnd staff and the development and

implementation of emergency plans.



(10) Conduct or disr.-.usa" mvestigat:.ve par:oceedingon
acl:ualoryoss:.h‘tecr:l.minal

(11} Comply with a specific constitutional, stai:ntory or
Judicia.lly imposed requirement thsit prevents public
disclosures about a partioular proceeding or matter;

(12) Beﬁoreamuactismrdedprbidsareopa:ed
discussamhterdimﬂyrela.tedtnamtiathg
strategy or the contents of a bid or proposal, if
pubhcdiscuui,mordisnloamml&admelyimant
theabi]ityof.themmiltoparticipateinthe
campetitive bhidding or proposal process; or

{13) Todimmsamrothermtterthatmderm:atalawmy

" bediscussed in closed sessian.

{c) - Pmcad:me for Closing Sessioms. Before !:he Commission
meets in closed session, at least three mewhers of the Commission
must vote in favor of cloging the session. The vote must be
concucrted and recorded in accordance with scace law, and a written
statement of the reason for closing the meeting must be made in
accordance with State law. The Commission shall limit discussion
in closed session to the topic stated as the reason for clasing

the meeting.

*Ihe!‘ayorshallpresideoverthenaeﬁ.ngs of the Commission
andmywtemallqnsﬁmsbefmthecmism " If the Mayor
1sahsmtfrmametmgofthe€mﬁsmthehcemshau
preside over the meeting. If both the Mayor and Vice Mayor are
absent from a meeting, the(:msa:.meruithgreatast sepiority

Bhallp:LEBide

mersofthamsmmshallcmtiwteaqnmfor
approved

Thita
~-the transaction of business, but no ordinance shall be
'-norawothuacﬂmtakmmthmtthefavorahlewtesofatleast

" three mesbers of the Commission.

) ﬂ:ecm.ssimahalldetenﬁneltaamnﬂesandordarof
bu.siness It shall keep a journal of its proceedings and enter

therein the yeas and nays upon final action on amny questionm,

__resolution or ordinance, or at amy other time if reguived by amy



one member. 'mejpumalshallbeopmtopublieinspect;m.m
cmﬁ.ssimshallelectmeof:tsmbe:sﬁcemyoruhnshall
havethemthmtytoactasmyormmsenftheabsenueofthe

(a) Bxcept as otharu:.se provided in this r.'harl:er, no .
almllbepassedal:&emetmgat,whichztis
of the Commission

introduced. At any :egularors:pecialmetmg
:xty(ﬁﬁ}daysaftertha

passad
tommeuif:.edfuture&be.

(b) a ofenchordinmemﬁroduoedshallhepusted
midetheaerksofﬂeemtilappmvedormwmt
to this Charter.

{c) Anoticeofaachhmingmmordinanceahallheposted
outa:.detheclerkaoffiae. _

(d) kceptasothawlsepruudedmth;scharter every
ordinance shall become effective at .the expiratian of twmty (20)
calenﬁrdwsfoilmngappmvalbythecmssim _

_ mmthamssmdmthatlmiateantim:.snmsuy
forthepraamtimofthepublicpm health, - gafety or
welfare, mumissmmmtmwmcebythe
afﬂmtivewteofatlastfourmgrs Every emergency
orﬁimeeshallheplamlydes;gnatedasmchandshallmtama
declmtimstaﬂngthatanmgmcy .
emergency specific temms. An emergency ordinmance may be
atw]:ichit;sintrcﬁmedands‘hallbem

a:actedatthemeeting
effective on the date specified in the ordinance., All emergency

mﬂmsbﬂlhaveadataoftenﬁmﬁmmttomeedmeyear
afmmm:lt. _ R . _

.7+ A notice ofeachord:.nancepassedshallhepmte&mapublic
plaeeorplacasandaammoftheordmancepubhmdatleast

once in a publication of genera—l ci.rcu].atim in the Cit.y



mactedordmaneesshallbek@tonfilamtheﬂerk'
officeandshallhaava:.lable forpuhlicinspect:l,on._



Tn addition to all the powers granted to the Commission by
thismar.taorwot:barmisihnoflaw, the Commission may
exercise any power or perform any fomction which is pot now or
hereafter demied to it by the Comstitution of Marylamd, this

byﬂ:eseuaz_ala?sed:lyof

granted by this paragraph.

~ (a) The Comnission shall have, jn additicn, the power to
passmqimesmtcmtmrytothelmandmﬁmtimofthis
State. The enummeration of ordinance-making powers in this section
1smttobacmatmedaaliﬁtingthepmersofthecitytmthe

several subjects mentioned.

(b) . The Comission shall have the followiag express
ordinance-making powers.

(1) Advertising. To provide for advertising for the purposes of

- the City, forprintingandpuhlishingstatmtsastothe ,
business of the City.

(2} Aisles. To regulate and prevent the cbstruction of aisles in
public halls, clurches and places of ammsement, and to
regulate the comstruction and operation of the doors amd

rmemsofegreafsther:efrm. B

{3) Amseua:ts.'ropmvideinthein
farliga:sing, regulation, or res
public” anmsements.

" {4)  Apimals. To regulate the keeping of dogs, cats and other

. animals in the City and to provide, wherever the County does
not license or tax dogs, cats amd other animals, for the
ﬁcmsingandtad.ngofthesm;taprow’.deforthe

‘ disposition of homeless dpgs, cats and other animals.

(5} Appropriations. To appropriate mumicipal monies for any

purpose within the powers of the Camission. :

terest of the public welfare
training theatrical or other



(6)

(7)

(8)

(9)

amﬂmws.womnlatethesalaofaﬂldndsofpropertyah
anction within the City and to licemse zuctioneers.
Band. To establish a mmicipal baud, archestra or
othumicalmtim,mﬂtomlaﬁabyordinmcethe
cmﬁuctandpolic:.eathmeof.

Billboards, woliceme, tax and regulate, zestrain or
prohibit the evection or mmintemance of hillboards within the

City, the placing of migns, bills and posters of every kind
and on on any building, fence, post wallboarﬂ

pole, orotharplauew:.thmthecity

Boards and Committees. Toamaintsuchboa:dsandcmittees
asmayhenecgs_sa:yforthehealth, welfare and safety of

the citizens.

(10) Bridges. Toerectandmintainhzidges
{11) Buildings. mmhareasmbleregulat;msmregardto
or

{12)
(13)

(14)

- {15)

bulldings and aigns to be erected, comstructed,
recoastructed in the City, ami to grant building pexmits for
the same; to formmlate a building code and a plumbing code
and to appoint & building inspector apd a plurbing inspector,

and to zegquire reasomable charges for permits and
mspectims.tomthori.zeandrquuethainapectimofall
buildings amd structures and to authorize the condemmation .
thereof in whole or in part when dangerocus or insecure, and
to:equ;rethatsuchhuildzngsanﬂstrucmreshamdesafeor

ba taken down.

Cemeteries. To regulate or prohibit the :.ntmi: of bodies
within the mmicipality and to regu'l.ate ceueterias.

Codification. To provide for the codification of all
ord;nanceswhichhavahemarmyhareaftarbepassed '

Commmity Serviees To provide, maintain, and operate

_ ty and social services for the preservatmn and
p:mnntim of the heslth, recreation, welfare and
enlighterment of the :.nhah:.tant:s of i:ha City. :

tive Activities. " make ag:eanmts w:l.i:h other

Coopezxal
mmicipalities, counties, d:.str:.cts - bureans, commissions,

and govermmental aui:hcm.t:.es for the joint performénce of or -
for cooperation in pexrformance of amy governmental

functims

'(16) Curfew Topromb:.t peuple from being in the streets, lanes,



1

{18)

(19}

- oxr without a license.

(20}

(21)

{22)

(23)

alleys, or publz.c p::l.ac.'.ai: certain times.

by any persons. or property.
_ .change, and abolish offices,

office, department, or agency amy furctim or duty assigned
by this Charter to a particular office, department, or
Rlevators. To regquire the inspection and licensing of
elevators and top:uh:.b:l.t their use when wmsafe or dangerous
£ gunpowder,

Explosives. To ragula teo:r: pzem t th_e;;‘storagat age of o er
oil, or any other explosive or commstible matex; to
regulate or prevent the use of firearms, fireworks, bonfires,
explosives, or any other similar things which may endsnger
Fees and Charges. Subject to the limitations imposed by law,
to establish .aud collect reasonshle fees and charges:

a. For the franchise, hcenses or permits mthnr:.zed by

law to be granted by a mmicipal corporation; or

b. Associated with the exercise of any goverrmental or

pr@rietaryfmtimauthnrizedhylmtobeexercised

by a mmicipal corporation.
Filth. To compel the occupant of any premises or building in
the City, when the same has become filthy or prwholesome, to
abaté or cleanse the condition; and after ressomable notice
to the owners or occupants, to authorize such work to be done
by the proper officers and to asgess ithe expense thereof
against such property, making it collectible by taxes or
ageingt the occupant or oceupants. ‘ '
Finances. To levy, assess, and collect ad valorem property
taxes; to expend mumicipal fumds for any public purpose; ko
have general memagement and comtxol of the finances of the

10 .



(24)

(25)

.{26}

(27)

(28)

. -
- {29)

" . purpose.

{30}

city. | o
Fire. To suppress fires amnd pmavent'thébdangers'thgraof'ahd

to estsblish and maintain a fire department;
funds to volunteer “fire  companies -gerving: the City; to

and prohihit the use of Fire-basardous lbuildings and
structures permemently or wuntil the conditions of Cly
fire-hagard regulations are met; to install and maintain fire
hydrants where and as necessary, and to regulate their use;
and to take all other messures necessary to comtrol and

prevent fires in the City.

Food. To inspect Ffood products
condemnation, if unwholesame, and to regulate
Franchises. To grant and regulate framchiges to water
companies, electric light companies, oas cospanies, telegraph
and telephone companies, transit  companies, .taxicab
compenies, cable teiewision companies, and any others wuch
mey be deemed advantageous and beneficial to the City,
subject, however, to ¥aryland law; Eo grant ume or mors
exclusive or non-exclusive. franchises for a commmity antemmz

gystem or other céble television systen that utilizes any
strect, road, lene, alley or

public right-of-way, highway,

bridge, bo,iNDQSE'fiahdhise-EEEB;-amd.ﬁo;esbﬂﬂish;;ates,
rules and regulations for frauchises granted wunder - this
section. No franchise shall be granted for a longer period

Gembling. To restrain and

Iimits.
Garbage. To prevent the deposit of amy wwholesome substance
on either private or public property, and to compel its
removal to designated points; to require slop, garbage, ashes
and" other waste or other umholesome materials to be -removed
to designated points, or to reguire the occupants of the
premtses to place them comveniently for removal. :
Grants-in-aAid. To accept gifts and grants of Federal or of
State funds from the Federal or State govermments or any
agency thereof, and to expend the same for any lawful public

the sale of

prohibit gambling within the City

To license, tax, regulate, suppress and prohibit

Hawkers.
tinerant dealers, peddlers, pawnbrokers and all

hawkers and i

an



- (31)

{32)

(33)

(34)

(35)

-

' 136)
(37)

38

other persons selling any articles. on tha streets of the
City,andtnrmhemhlimsesforcause

Health, To px andpreaerve the health_ of the City and
its inhabi: tantsmtfee?:o prevent. the introduction - .of .contagious’
diseases .il::to t:he citr, o establiah quarantine regulations,
» author A, quinmt of. pa‘s;-;g

hvingmtagimmjnfacﬁmdismes to prevent
m - nnisances; t zegulate, and abata any

any of the poers and duties of the Secretary of Health g
Mantal Hygiene, the County Health Depertment, or anmy public
gmmlorlocallawrelatingtothesubjectofhealth. _‘

House Numbers. 'lbregulatethemberingofhmsasmdlots
and to compel owners to remmber the same or in default
thereof to'authorize -and require the same to be dome by the
City at the owner's expense, such expense to comstitute a
liaupmthepmpertyuollectmhast:ums. . ‘ ‘

Jail. 'Ibastahhshanﬂzegulataastat:,mhmsaarlock-up
for temporery comfinememt of violators of "the laws and
ordinmeasoftheﬂityortousethemmtyjaﬂforsuch

purpose.’
generallawsoftheﬁtate,tolicmseandmulateall
persons begimiing ‘or conducting tramsiemt or pemnant
bumessmthecityfnrthesaleofanygmds wayes,
merchandiss, or services, to license amd regilate any
business, occcupation, trade,eauing or place of amisement
orh:siness:toestahlmhandconwtfensanﬂchargesfor
allhea:sesandpemitsmsuedmdsrtheauthorityofthis

Diens.. 'I'op:widethatanyvalzdcharges taxes or
asgéssments made against. any realpropertyw:.th:ni:hec:.ty
atuall‘belim@ansuchpmperty hecollectedas
mmicipal taxes are collected.

Lights. Togrov:.defori:halight:l.ngoftheﬁity

Markets. To obtain hy--lease or rent, own, construct,
purchase, operate, and maintain public markets "within the

City.
Minor Prz.v:.leges To regulate or prevent the use of pubhc

12



(39)
(40)

(41)

(42)

{43}
{44)
(45)

(46)

£, (a7)

steps, railings, entrances, vacks, - posting bandbills and
advertisements, and display of goods, wares, and
Nuisances. To prevent or sbate by appropriste ordinsnce all

so defined st common law, by

this Charter, or by the laws of the State i E; to

removal fra
of, or manmfacture of amy COMEMOCILL :
offensive, clmoxious, or injuricus to the

the streets, lanesandalleyaana'frmmlota adjoining
thereto, orwotherplace'ﬂth:intheliud.t of the City.

Parades. To regulate the holding of meetings, processions and
parades .u Lity streets. parks or gublic places, . e
Parking Facilities.. To licemse ‘end regulate and'_to:esta_blish, _
cbtain by purchase, by lease or by rent, ouD, canstruct,
operate, aud maintain parking lots amd ‘other facilities for
off street parking. | S
Parhm!etmmoinstallpaﬁdngmetezsonthastreetsand
public places of the City in suck places as: they shall by
brdinamce dstermine, and by oxdinauce to prescribe rates and
Parks and Recreation. To egtablish and maintain public parks,
, playgrounds, and other.re tional facilities and
programs to promote the health, welfsre, and enjoyment of the
inhabitamts of the City. ' :

Police” Force. To establish, operate, and maint 1
forca for purposes of enforcing laws of the City and

13



promotion of the: health, - safety, mforl'-. convenience,

welfare, rights and
andvisitorsthexetoan&sojmerstherem

(48)

when no ldﬂger m:lﬂorthe iblic use, afi:ec havh:ggiven
at least mt! (20) . days' publia notice of the med

(49) Public ways and gidesalks. To I ate

{Solnagulatims;lwoadopthyozdmaneeudmfmwithmthe
corporate limits, police, health, sanica¥y, tive, building,
plmﬁ.ng traffic, speed, parking, and other gimilar
mtinmﬂictﬁththelawsoftheiitateof
mlan&orwithth:.scua:te: _

{51} Solicitors. To regulate or license alfl. sohcitors and to

' regulate solicitation

(52) Sweepings. "-l'o ::esulateﬂrpremt the throwing or depositing
‘ . e e handbills, dirt

liguids, ashes, or other mméhiolesome materials :-into any
pubhcwyoronboanyynbhcorpﬁvatemty the

{(53) 'rmcabs To license tax and :mgulate public haclnas,
tazl.cabdnvers.porl:ersan&allotherpersonspursumghke

occupat::.ms ‘
Vehicles. '.Eo regulate. and hcense vehicles not sub:ect to the
l:r.ca‘lsi'ng powers of t:ha State of Ea::yland g

?'.(55) vmuachines To purchase, lease, borzow, msi:all and
. mntamvoi:mgnachmesforuseinﬁtyelecum : .

- {54)

Torthepuzpoaeofcatryingoutthepomsgrantedinths
Arl::.cle or elgevhere in this. Charter, the Commission may pass all

14
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- ARTICIR V

Section 501. Voters
vote in City elections _ o

(a) is a citizen of the United States,

(b) is at least eighteen (18) years of age,

(c) bas resided within the corporate limits of the City for
thirty (30) days immediately preceding the City election, and

{d) is registered to vote in accordance with the provisions
of State and County law and this Charter. '

Section 503, Absgmtee Voting

Any voter registered to voce in the electioms of
the City of District Heights iz emtitled to wvote by absentes
ballot, The Cammission shall enact by ordinance the procedures by
which a qualified voter may cast an absentee ballot.

meets all the following requirements may

mtheaévicaandconsmtof
permsuhoshallcmstitute
and one (1) substitute
Board in the absence of
acting shall exercise
ties as a

(a) Appointment. The Mayor,
the Commission, shall appoint three
the Hosrd of Supervisors of Elections
member who shall act as a mesber of such
mmoftha:egﬂumeube:smdﬁileso
the same authority and f£fulfill the same

gnd the substitute member

member., The members of said Board

thereof shall be gualified registared
least cne (1) year prior to their appo .
twenty-five (25) years of age at the time of their gppointment and
shall n¥t hold or be a candidate for amy elective public office
- 10T aerveaas an election judge during their temure.

g - All appointments shall be for three-year terms with ome term
-mm,mutmmmautmm
hence. metamofagpointmsntofthasnhstimtemshall
expira onl December 31, 1997, enil every third yesr thereafter.
Before emtering upon the duties of their office, each member of
mmmmmumtemmsmmm
subscribe the oath prescribed in Article 1, Section 9 of the
_Maryland Constitution, to be administered by the Mayor and duly

voters of the City for at
intment, shall be at least

16



recorded.

(b} Chair. wWithin twenty (20} daye from the appointment of 2
new mexber, theBoa:dshallnaetandselectamufrmmgltB

(Jcmﬁm_ cqnpansatimtohe dtothemambersaf

(d) Duties. memazdofmmsors '
in charge of recelving nominations, certifyingy candidates,
uanducl:ingall City elections, and certifying electimm resmlts.

may appoint election clexks: or other employees to assist
inif:sdui::.ea The -Board shall - Judgesofelectmns It
ﬂhallhethefurtherﬁw-ﬂfthaﬂoa:d "formulate election
procedures, sub;ecttothaapprovalofthecmisﬁm.manoard
shallh@mimtesofallofitsofﬂcialpmeaedings S

{e} Removal. Awnaberaftheﬂnardof&:perrlsmof
Elections may be removed for good cause by the Commission. Before
removal, the mesber of the Board of Supervisors of Elections to be
rmwedmllhemmanittma@,oxmchargesagainsthim
her and shall have a public hearing before the Commission, if
or she so0 requests within ten (10) &ysafterreaainngthe

or
be
written copy of the charges.

At least fourteen (14) days but no more than twenty (20) days

prior to each City election, the Board of Supervisors of Elections

shall provide noticée of the upcoming election at least once a week
fortwomeksinanmpaperofgeneral circulation within the

- City's co:porate Iim:.ts.

{a) Réisﬂatim by .the Pr:.nce Geo:ge's' County Board of
Elections shall be deemed xegistration for City electioms,

provided- that the person 5o registered meets the voter
qualifications emmerated in this Charter. The District Heighis

" Board of* Supervisors of Elections shall accept the list of

~n

* registered votevs provided by the Prince George's County Board of
-Elect:.onsasavahd regisi:rat:.uu l:l.st -for the City.

' {b}mpecsanstallhemtitledtowtemacityelection
mﬂessheorsheisdnlyregisteredtovote at least thirty (30}

&yspnort:otbatelecum

17



(2) Filing of Reguests for Certification. Persons -shall be
nominated for Commissiomer in the City by filing a request for
certification of nomimation signed by five registered voters in
to represent. Persons shall be nominated for Mayor in the City by
filing a reguest for certification of nomination signed by tean

~o0 ! for certification

(10) registered voters in the City. Such request
(1) the office for which the cendidate is seeking the

(2) the name of the candidﬁte,

(3) a statement that the sigmers of the vequest for
certification are registered voters, and o

{4) asi:atmbthat the signers amport the nomination of
thenmdcandidate ' = .

the request for certification shall be Filed with the Clerk of the .
ﬁtfartheﬁ:airofthanoardofS@eﬂisorsofElectimsat
1eastt‘:_|.irty (30) calmﬁardays;:riorbntheelecl:im. BNo person

~ ghall file for nomination for more than ane elective City public

office at ame time. = ' - E

' s of 'Elections

{b) cgrt:.fica.tim m, ‘Board of " Supervisors on:
détermine whether the request for certification meets all of
tion {a} of this section and

shall )
) .-the requirements provided in su "
e ‘qualifications of the office for

;'whichheo:shehasbeainmﬁ.nated.- The Board
Electionsshallcerufyallqual:ﬂadnm.neesaa didates

the City general election at least twenty-five (25) days prior to
the date set for such election.-. ‘ ' :

(almmwshaumaiﬁdedmmmmras.mwéfm
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P

of Supervisors of Elections '
e at election a suitable place

ballots snd/or voting machines shall show the
rzme of each.candidate nominated for elective office in accordance

(@) All specisl City slections shall be canducted by the
mammer and with the

poard of Supervisors of Elections in the sam er 3
same personnel, as far as practicable, as City genéral elections.

(b} In the event a special election is required pursuant to

1G



_-the case ofa Commissioner,

‘Results. The candidate 'for Mayor with.
the highest mumber of votes in the gmmlelect:.mshall be
declared ghe candidate for Commissiomer in ‘@ach”
w:dﬂthtkﬁghﬁtmnberofwtesinthegma:alqlection
shall be deciared elected as Commi s3icner. Jirite-ib votes. and
Shgentes ballots shall be comsted. - -~ . o

{c) Tie Votes. in the event of -a tie hemenmca:ﬂ.uhtas :
for an elected seat, in which the ‘tie has a bearing op who ‘ghall -
he declaved elected, those candidates shall participate in 2
special election pursusnt to Section 511 of this Charter. -

O] . HYeServa On Bar.l

The Board of smerv:l.sozs of Elections shall be réé'ponsible
fm:preservihﬂallhallotsusadinanycityelectionforatleaaf
sizmntthrumthedateoftheelectiun. 4 o

-



return said petition with its written findings as to -qualified

Compission's next regularly schednled meeting; .and at .is meecing,

if the petition is suthenticated, the and Commission shall
{(30) days hexce on vhich =

ammovnce a date that is within thirty
electimwiuheha.dinorﬂertoalluw,-in_thecaseofa
Mayor, all qualified voters of the City to vote on the petition
ard, in the case of a Comnissioner, all qualified voters of his or
her ward to vote om the petitiem. . I
(d) The voting ballot will contain the official's name and
the choice to "reaffirm* or °remove.” In order for the official
to be removed, a majority of those voting must vote to “remove.®
{e) A petition to recall the Mayor or any Commissioner may
not be initisted before such person has served in office for at
least six momths of his or her current term, nor may a recall
petition be submitted to the Commission after such person has
served in office for eighteen (18) months of his or her current

term. .
T . {fl‘thingshalibé,emdwtadinthesammeras
prescribed herein for resmlar City elections; and, if the election
- results in & majority vote to rxewove, the position shall become
vacant immediately and shall be filled as prescribed in Section

515 of this Charter. .
i 15. des i i fice
" (a) Existemce of Vacancy. & vacancy on the Commission shall



(b) Removal of Comigsion Mewbers. It =58 o
Comnissicner fails to ‘exercise the ‘duties of the office ‘
period of ninety (90) coms nitive dayd, the Comnission may, by the .
affirmative vote of Zfomr clave & m the

¥.




be the chief financial officer of the
city. The Finemcial powers of the City, except as otharvise

.
LESASHE S

Commission, the Treasurer shall

Under the supervision of the
have authority and shall:

(a) Prepare an gmual"maget to be subml

tted to the
 (b) Supervise and be responsible for the disbursemeat of sll
ponies and have control over all expenditures to sssure that

{c) lhintainagmmlawmmtingsystmforthedtyinsnch
form as the Commission may require. '

(d) Submit at the end of each fiscal year, and at such other
times as the Commission may require, 2 complete financial report
to the Commissiom. = . = o S

| (e} Ascertain that all tamable property within the City is
assessed for taxation. S o ,

(£) Arrange for co].leétidh Bf ‘all'ua;::as. special .asﬂ_esmts,
license fees, liens, and any other revenues (including utility
revemues) of.the City, and any other revenues for whose collection

the City iz respousible. N |

(g Hsve custody of all public manies, balonging to or under

..the control-of the City, except as to in the comtrol of any

f of Trustees, and have custody of all bonds and notes of the
§ .ty' S . . ‘ ' 7 ’ - . .

{h) Maintain a general ledger. '

(1) Maintain all City checkbooks.

'(:i)' Prepare and present to the Ccm:issim' a mnthiy
Treasurer's report.



(k) Coordirate the ammal City andit by an independent
auditor. o )
(1) Invest excass funds in a mammer authorized by Maryland
(m) Do such other things in relation to the Eiscal or
Financial affairs of the City as the Commission may require or as
may be required elsewhere in this Charter. )

. 6 s ; o
The m: on Buch aate ag the C ‘.‘ssim . ; 211
iscal yeur. oS tudget fo the

of =my fiscal year; shall gubmit a propose
Commission. The budget shall provide a mlat:gf:i.ua’nnialplan for

Before adopting the proposed budget the Commission shall hold

-a public hearing. Public notice of the hearing shall be published
* not fewer* than two times on weekly intervals in a uewspaper of
; gemeral circulation within the City's corporate limits. = At any
‘t:..ueafterthepub]ichearing, the Commission may adopt the budget
with or without amendment. The Commission is not required to
provide public notice or conduct . additional public hearings in the
event that the proposed budget. is amended after -the public
heari.ug In amending the budget, the Commigsion may insert new
1tmsormyincreaseardacrasetheitmsqfthsquget.ﬂhere
_the Commission shall increase the total proposed expenditures it

24



the corporate 1imits of the City, shall be subject € Fatl .
_mmpalmoses..fheassmtwedshﬂl.hethEMasthat
forsutemdmmtytasea.soauthnrityisgimbythissactim
Stgat law on = . .

B - - :

Section 613. Tax Levy

(a) Rate. The Compission aunually may levy such taxes upon
assessable real and person=l property within the corporate limiis
as it deems necessary. amd ghall set the tax rates by resolution

prmrtnadugtiundfthemﬂl_budget.‘- : .
Impediately after the leyy is made by the
; thewreasu:ﬂ'shallgivemtiqe'ofthe
: in some public

A11 tames levied uder Section 613 of this Charter shall be a
on ) +w of the person, carporation, or entity

25



m-fiuancialhooksandaccomtsofthecityshallheaudited
annually. .

fifey percent (50%) of the property tax levy for the fiscal year
in'which such notes or othier evidences of indebtedness ar

211 tax, anticipation notes or other evidemces of  indebtedness
. ghall be authorized by ordinance before issued. .
_Comision ghall have the power to regulate all matters concerning



the issuance and sale of tax anticipation notes.

purchases and contracts including the lavel of expenditures below
- which competitive bids are mot required. ; |






duties provided by this Charter or other State law and to operate
the City govermment. ~

in this
a.ccnr&anee with the rules and regulations of any merit system
_which may be adopted by the Commission, to the extent those rules
and regulations are applicable to the subordinate officer or

: 2 classification plan,
i _ 3 for
i, =and vacation énd gsick leave

ion 700. UTIC.L agsified and E€lassiTied torvice

(a), The civil service of the City shall be divided into the
unclassified and classified service.

23
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(b} unclassified gservice shall coapT: comprise the following
shall not he included within the

offices and pos:l.ti.cns,

" merit system:

The Mayor, thecamissimandpersonsmomtedtofﬂl

{1}
vacancies in thege ‘positions
c15rlr., the city T;aasurer -the

(2) The City Manager, the City:
city Attornsy, an:'l !:he c:.ty ‘
{(3) The heads of all offieea, d@amt:s, and agencies and

of City

phe compensation of all officers and @103'335 of the City
shallga:etﬁ:o!tmtntmbyann:dimcepassadhy_;he

ﬁhecityiﬂanthonzaiandmowﬁeﬂto;:rovideforor
onordtherfomsafmfitor_

welfare
suchg:am

programs
puhlicmmies of the City for, such
bemactedhygrdmance

o l':artic:-pate in hospitalizatic
ar for:.tsoff:.cersanduployeea andtOexpatd
prograns . ghall

30
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- lg) "ro construct, operate,
y draimage system and storm water sewers.

, extend, and make mew

i (b) To grade, lay out, construck, open
City public ways. -7
{c) To grade, straighten,
any existing City public way or
{d) To install, construct, recanstruct, repair, and gaintain
curbs and/or gutters alonganycitypublicworpart thereof.
maintain, and repair bridges.

widen, alter, improve, O close up
part the.freof.

(e) To construct, reconstruct.,

(f)‘."ro“pm Ccity public wavs.
and maintain & stom water

. (h) To have SurLveys, plans, specifications, and estimstes
made for any of the above actiyities or projects or parts thereof.

A



The C:Ltrshaﬂ-lhavetha power” to ‘levy aud. collect taxes im

the form of special agsessments Upon @ property
. determinable area for special benefits ‘sonferred upon such




city (by whatever priornm ¥nown) at the tir , thiz Chartex
becomes effective are vested in the City, subject to the terms and

!hecity.shanhavethe;poueruummufm
kind, amtmtwwmmtﬁw&. in fee
or a8 an easement, within the e limits of the City, for
any public purpose. Any activity, eroject, ot improvemsnt

by the provisions of this: Charter or amy other Btate
lawamlicahletothecityshallbedeenedtoheamblicmoge.
-ﬁemme'rofpmeed::einuaseofamrcmdamationp:uceedmg
shall be that es_tabl’ishﬁbysmte law. : )

!H:eﬂity@allhavethepmtoacqmre. to obtain by lease
or remt, to purchase, to comstruct, to operate, and to meintain
allbuildingsan&stmcmes,itdems'neeessary for the operation

of the City govermment.

Section 1004 protection ity Property
. The ci'l:; shall have thepowar to' do whatever may be necessary
to mte"tim City property and to keep all City property in good

-



(a) Before emtering upon the duties of their offices, the
the Board of Supervisors of Electioms,. and all other persms
elected or inted to amy office of profit or trust in the city-
AEFITIREAON: "I, seeecsssuevesssy G0 mwesr {or affirm, as the came -
my be), that I will support the Comstitution of the United
the State of Maryland, and support the Coastitution ami Laws
thereof; and that I will, to the best of my gkill and judgment,.
diligently and faithfully, withount partiality ox prejudice, .
exoaute the OFFiCE® OF +csseeveccesesss, according to the

Canstitution and Laws of tyis_ State.®
' ~ribe this ~oath or

_(b) The Mayor shell take -and subscribe ER

arfirmation before the Clerk of .iie Circuit Court for Prince
@George's Couniy or before one of the sworn deputies of the Clerk.
211 other persons taking and subscribing the oath shall do =o

"impair, or release any comtract,
- pemalty whatever existing at the time i _
effective. 211 suits and actions, bhoth civil and coriminal,

-
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(a) Unless otherwise expli
City ordinance shall be a misds , B

(b} Bvery act or omission which is made a misdemeanor wnder
the anthority of this Charter, " mless otheywise provided, shall be
punishable upon conviction before auy trial magistrate o in the
Clrcnit Court for Prince George's County by a fine or imprigenment .

(c) a party fﬂlﬂﬁ guilty ofa misdemeanor . shall
right to appeal to theemmtp:maadfuwstate Yo

xplicitly provided, a violation of &

(a] The Conmission may declare that a vielation of a City
' ioal infraction, unless that violation

ordinance shall be a mmicipal

is declared to be a felomy by State law or other oxdinamce,
atfix pemaities thereto mot to exceed tbe m i ty for
mmicipal infraction prescribed by State law. For the purposas of
this Charter, a mmicipal infraction is a civil offense. :

{b) 2Any pe:son :aea.v:.ng a citation for ‘a mm.cipal
snfraction mey choose to stand trial for the infraction in &
merp:escﬁbedhy'statam.r : . -

(c} Bach day
s@arate‘_ofgense.

a v:i.ola.t::i.én coﬁtimes shall constitute &

(a)

effectintbecityatthatime g Charter becomes el
i tsions of this Chartex

which are not in conflict with the
ﬂl:!.raminineffectmtil changedorrq:ealedaccordingtothe

provisions of this Charter.

" (b) All ordinances, resolutions, rules md regulations in

E L



effect in the City at the time this Charter becames effective
which are in conflict with the provisions of this Charter are
repealed to the extent of such conflict. '

1f, before the expirvation of 'twenty  (20) = calendar days
following approval of any ordinamce by the Commission a.petitiom
is filed with the Clerk comtaining the signatures of not less than
twenty percent (20%) of the qualified woters of the City and
to a vote of the qualified voters of the City for their approval
part thereof requested for referendum; submitted to a yote of the
qualified voters of the City at the next regular City election or,
in the Commissicn's. discretion, at a special election accurring
: ; ted for Teferend: a1l became effective following
the receipt of such petition umtil and wmless spproved at the
election by a.mejority of the qualified woters woting oo the
question. An emergency ordinance, or the part thereof requested
for referendm, shall continue in effect for sixty (60} days
following receipt of such petition. If the question of approval or
disapproval of any emergency ordinance, or any part thereof, hae
following receipt of the petition, then the operation of the
suspended until approved by a majority of the qualified voters
voting on the. guestion at any electiom. Any ordinsnce, or part
provisios of this section shall not apply to amy ordinance, or
part thereof, passed wnder the authority of Section 620 (a),
levying property taxes for the payment of indebtedness, but the
provisions of Sections 901 and 902. The proviaions of this section
shall be self-executing, but the Commission may adopt ordinances -
in furtherance of these provisions and mot in conflict with them.

q Ifanysectiénoranyj:artofamﬁmofthis‘@arparshall
- be held invalid by a conrt of competent jurisdictiom, such holding

ghall not affect the vemainder of this Charter nor the context in
which such sectiom or any part of the section so beld invalid
shiall appear. . ‘ ‘ E —
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