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From the PODIUM

The Next Chapter: Reimagining Marlboro Pike 
Our next major step is the reimagining of Marlboro Pike—a
transformation that will create a corridor where families
can live, play, dine, and enjoy a vibrant community life.
This is about making District Heights not only a place
where people reside, but a destination where they thrive. 
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At the August 2nd Town Hall, our vision for District Heights was made clear:
our goal is to become one of the, if not the best, municipalities in Prince
George’s County. 

We are a legacy community—our streets, businesses, and neighborhoods
carry the history of a place that once stood at the center of commerce for
the region. We were Pennsylvania Avenue before Pennsylvania Avenue.
District Heights was the commercial corridor for Maryland, the gateway for
travelers heading out of Washington, D.C., and a precursor to the
development that defines Prince George’s County today. 

District Heights:
Building on Our Legacy, Creating Our Future

But we are not just looking back. We are building forward. 

Economic Development in Action 
We are focused on Marlboro Pike as a commercial corridor, pursuing development that strengthens our
economy while preserving our character. This means attracting businesses that serve our residents, create
jobs, and invest in our shared future. As part of this vision, our Police Department will be relocating to
Marlboro Pike in the near future—placing law enforcement directly next to city-owned property and
increasing police presence in the heart of our commercial corridor. This move will help create a safer, more
welcoming environment for businesses, residents, and visitors alike. 

Annexation: Growing Smart, Sharing the Load 
Communities that aren’t growing are dying. Growth is more
than new development—it’s about sustaining our
infrastructure without overburdening our residents. The
upkeep of our community is costly, and annexation is a
strategic way to spread those costs, increase our
commercial tax participation, and ensure the City has the
resources to keep thriving. 



From the PODIUM

We have strong collaborations with: 
American Jobs Program: Expanding workforce
opportunities for the community. 
CareAccess: Bringing vital health services to our
community. 
N’Style Express Salon: Now serving residents at the
Senior Center. 
Food-4-Thought: Supporting food access and
community engagement. 

Partnerships That Power Progress 
Our partnerships are a key part of this momentum. We are proud to be home to the
Washington Commanders Marching Band—an association that draws attention from major
corporations looking to invest in vibrant communities.

Best Wishes, 

Cynthia Miller
Mayor, City of District Heights

A Vision That Endures 
District Heights does not stand still. This year, we honored the legacy of our community during Juneteenth
at the Senior Center, where we recognized those whose lives and contributions continue to inspire us. We
also gathered at Veterans Park on Memorial Day to remember and pay tribute to the brave men and women
who gave everything for our freedom. Both moments, held here on our Municipal Campus, remind us that
our City’s strength is rooted in remembrance, respect, and resilience.

We honor the legacy that brought us here—those who fought, sacrificed, and built the foundation of our
community—while fearlessly pursuing the growth that will carry us forward. We are a City that works for its
people, where opportunity is not an accident, but the result of careful planning, bold leadership, and a
community that believes in itself.

The future is not something we wait for. In District Heights, we are building it—together, stronger than ever.
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Saturday, September 13
Fiesta Place Workshop: Grow It, Eat It

11am-1pm in the Senior Center
Email fiestaplace@districtheights.org for
more information.

Thursday, September 18
Sustainability Committee Meeting

7pm on ZOOM (virtual call)
Email greenteam@districtheights.org for
more information.

Saturday, September 20
MySoleKnows 5k Run/Walk/Virtual

Call (301) 336-7600 for more information.

Wednesday, September 24
Microchip Drive-Thru

5-7pm in Municipal Parking Lot
Email: info@petunityproject.org for more
information. Registration required.

Monday, September 8
Charter Committee Meeting

6:30 pm on ZOOM (virtual call)
Email cityclerk@districtheights.org for more
information.

Tuesday, September 9
Ethics Commission Meeting

11am in the Municipal Building
Email cityclerk@districtheights.org for more
information.

District Heights Work Session                      
(Sept. 9 & 23)

7pm in the Municipal Building
Email cityclerk@districtheights.org for more
information.

CITYANNOUNCEMENTS

Follow us!
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The City of District Heights encourages all to voice any questions, comments, and concerns
that you may have. We are committed to responding to comments and complaints within 24
hours, Monday-Friday. It’s very important that citizens identify themselves so we can
respond quickly to your concerns. Please be sure to include within your email your Name,
Home Address, and Phone Number.

Upcoming Events
JOIN THE SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE
Are you knowledgeable in the areas of sustainability?
Or do you simply want to contribute in idea sharing,
outreach, green event planning, and meetings? The
Sustainability Committee is searching for new
members to keep our green efforts going! High school
seniors, college students, adults, and seniors are
welcome to join! Email
greenteam@districtheights.org.

CITIZEN’S ACTION PATROL MEETING 
The next Citizen's Action Patrol meeting is on October
15 at 7pm in Chambers. We are seeking new members
to join CAP to help support our city code enforcement
and police department to keep our city safe and clean.
Contact CAP at dhcivicactionpatrol@gmail.com.

NEXT CITY MEETING: OCTOBER 2
To participate, you MUST email the clerk’s office
(cityclerk@districtheights.org) 24 hours prior to the
scheduled date. The email must include your full
name, address, telephone number, purpose for
participation, and any accompanying materials you
wish to be distributed to the Mayor and Commission.

Announcements

Want to be in The Herald?

@THEC I TYOFD ISTR ICTHE IGHTS

@THEC I TYOFD ISTR ICTHE IGHTS

N E X T D O O R . C O M / P A G E S /THE -C I TY -OF -
D ISTR ICT -HE IGHTS -D ISTR ICT -HE IGHTS -MD

NOTE THAT EVENT DATES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE.
To view more events, visit

www.districtheights.org/calendar/month.

mailto:info@petunityproject.org
mailto:cityclerk@districtheights.org
mailto:publicaffairs@districtheights.org
https://www.districtheights.org/calendar/month
https://www.districtheights.org/calendar/month


CITYANNOUNCEMENTS

The City of District Heights is participating in a trial book recycling program! 
The bright blue BookDrop bin makes it easy for residents to keep books out of the landfill 
while giving them a second life.

The bin is located in the upper parking lot of the City of District Heights Municipal
Building 
at 2000 Marbury Drive, District Heights, MD 20747.

How to Use the Bin:
Donate any used/new books (hardcover or paperback)
No moldy, or waterlogged books
No magazines, No newspapers
No trash
Simply drop your books in the bin—no need to bag or box!

District Heights Book Recycling Program
Drop off your books in the Bright Blue Bin!

District Heights Municipal Building 
2000Marbury Dr

District Heights, MD 20747
th Weds, Sept 24   ,5-7pm

This event is for dogs only. 

Event is drive through, and Microchips
will be admistered while the dog is in the
vehicle. 

Prince George’s County Residents only.
Must have two items with a county
address.

All dogs must be on non-retractable
leashes shorter than 6 feet. 

Clinic will be held rain or shine while
supplies last. 

FREE MICROCHIPS

SCAN THE QR CODE TO
REGISTER IN ADVANCE

PG PUP will be onsite with
free supplies, training tips,

enrichment items and
more!
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Got a story for “The Herald”? Send your submissions to publicaffairs@districtheights.org. 

Emails must include the subject line “Herald Submission, [Month] 2025”. Emails without
this text in the subject line will not be considered or included in the next issue.

mailto:publicaffairs@districtheights.org


AUGUST RECAP

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT 2025
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On Tuesday, August 5th, the City of District Heights 
proudly joined communities nationwide in celebrating 
National Night Out. The event drew an impressive 
crowd, with honored guests including Congressman 
Glenn Ivey, Senator Nick Charles, Delegate Kent 
Roberson, the Honorable Cereta A. Lee, Register of 
Wills, and Sheriff John D.B. Carr.

Families enjoyed an evening filled with music, games, 
and neighborly connection. Highlights included a bike
giveaway for local youth and the unforgettable 
landing of a helicopter provided by the U.S. Park Police. The event was a shining example of what makes District
Heights strong—a community where residents, leaders, and public safety partners stand together to create a safe,
vibrant, and united city.

Special thanks to our sponsors—USA Red Speed, McDonald’s Towing Company, and Obvio—whose support made this
celebration possible. National Night Out wasn’t just an event; it was a reminder that when we come together, we build
more than memories—we build community.

On Saturday, August 2, the City hosted a well-attended Town 
Hall in the District Heights Senior Center. Guests enjoyed a light 
breakfast before exploring a display room featuring presentation 
boards on key topics from City Directors.

Highlights included a year-in-review update, economic and 
annexation development, public safety tips, Code Enforcement 
updates, Public Works’ solid waste and recycling procedures, 
ongoing city-wide projects, and ways to stay connected. 

Presenters included Darren Swain, Assistant City Manager for Economic Development; Dual Belnavis, Public Works
Director; and Ronald Tarpley, Chief of Police. Following a brief presentation, the Mayor and Commission opened the
floor to residents, business owners, and stakeholders who had submitted forms to speak, ensuring community voices
were heard.

ANNUAL TOWN HALL



On Sunday, August 10, the 4th Annual Back to School Bash 
transformed Capitol Heights’s Ritchie Station Marketplace into a 
vibrant hub of family fun, community connection, and school-year 
readiness. Hosted by N’Style Hair Grooming and Cultivating 
Unlimited Talent (C.U.T.) in partnership with the City of District 
Heights, the event offered far more than just backpacks and 
school supplies.

Families enjoyed an afternoon filled with free resources, delicious 
food, health services, games, and exciting giveaways. The 
entertainment lineup kept the energy high throughout the day: 
the Washington Commanders Brass Quintet brought crowd-pleasing performances, Gospel singer Byron Cage uplifted
attendees with his powerful voice, Stephen Leslie showcased his vocal talent, and THE WHAT BAND delivered a
dynamic live set that had everyone moving.

A huge thanks to our sponsors: Food4Thought, CareAccess, SLK Health Services, Office of the Sheriff, Senator Nick
Charles (District 25), County Council Member Krystal Oriadha (District 7), County Council Member Wala Blegay (District
6), and many others for their generous support. A special thanks to our top sponsors: NAI Michael, Hope in Action,
and PI Upsilon Lambda Charitable Foundation, Inc. Their commitment ensured that hundreds of students received the
tools, encouragement, and inspiration they needed to start the school year strong.

The Back to School Bash once again proved that when the community comes together, students head into the new
school year not just prepared, but inspired.

AUGUST RECAP
BACK TO SCHOOL BASH BRINGS COMMUNITY TOGETHER
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DID YOU KNOW?
September is National Preparedness Month
by Eduardo Baigorria, Resident & Business Services Manager 
September is National Preparedness Month, an annual observance aimed at raising
awareness about the importance of being prepared for disasters and emergencies.
 
This month encourages individuals, families, and communities to take proactive
steps to protect themselves and their loved ones from potential risks.

Why is it important?
Disasters can strike unexpectedly: Natural disasters like earthquakes, floods,
and wildfires, as well as human-caused emergencies, can happen at any time.
Preparedness saves lives and reduces impact: Being prepared can help you
stay safe, minimize damage, and recover more quickly from an emergency.
It's a shared responsibility: Everyone has a role to play in emergency
preparedness, from individuals to communities and organizations.

What can you do?
Create a plan: Develop a family emergency plan that includes communication strategies, evacuation routes, and
meeting points.
Build a kit: Gather essential supplies like water, non-perishable food, first-aid supplies, medications, and other
necessities to sustain yourself for several days.
Stay informed: Sign up for local emergency alerts and warnings, and learn about potential hazards in your area.
Practice your plan: Conduct drills and practice your evacuation procedures to ensure everyone knows what to do.
Get involved: Participate in community preparedness activities and support local emergency management efforts.
Tailor your plan: Consider your specific needs and circumstances, including those of family members, pets, and
any special needs.
Document and insure your property: Take inventory of your belongings and ensure you have adequate insurance
coverage.
Safeguard important documents: Store copies of essential documents like identification, insurance policies, and
medical records in a safe and accessible location. 

Do you know any school-aged youth in need of service hours?

The City of District Heights Department of Recreation and Culture
has youth volunteer positions available:

Front Desk Service Attendant 
Basketball Court Monitor
Parks Service Attendant
Fitness Room Service Attendant

Contact the Department at (301) 336-5633 or email
recreation@districtheights.org for more information about the
registration process, volunteer requirements, and responsibilities,
upcoming classes and programs, and upcoming partnerships with
our local schools.

After School Youth Service Hours
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YARD WASTE
GUIDELINES
SUMMER 2025

Grasses & Weeds

Leaves, plants, &
floral trimmings

Branches & Brush

Fruit & Vegetable
Scraps

YARD WASTE

Wire & MetalPlant Tags & Pots

Dirt, Rocks, &
Bricks

Painted/Treated
Wood

NOT YARD WASTE

From June 23 through September 22,
yard waste pickup in the City of District
Heights will take place every Monday

citywide—
NOT on the 2  and 4  Tuesdays.nd th

Alternative Disposal Option. 
If you are using a REPUBLIC SERVICES-issued 
trash can, you may place acceptable yard waste 
directly inside the container. Republic Services 
will collect it with your regular household trash, 
as long as it contains only approved yard materials.

Collect your yard waste over the weekend and place it at the curb Sunday evening.
If your yard waste is not in a BROWN PAPER BAG, it will not be collected.
The Department of Public Works will begin pickups starting 8:00 AM Monday mornings.

9DISTRICTHEIGHTS@REPUBLICSERVICES.COM | (301) 324-3455

CALL (301) 324-3455 TO
LEARN MORE ABOUT
YOUR TWICE-WEEKLY 
TRASH PICKUP, 
WEEKLY RECYCLING,
AND ON-CALL BULK
TRASH PICKUP, OR...

Hey, Neighbor!Hey, Neighbor! SCAN FOR
MORE INFO

Help keep our city clean and GREEN!
Questions? Contact Public Works at
publicworks@districtheights.org.

DID YOU KNOW?



Public Hearing on September 4
by Kenneth Warren, City Clerk
The Mayor and Commission will reconvene from recess on Thursday, September 4th, at 7 PM for 
the City’s first meeting of the fall—a Public Hearing on multiple proposed Charter Amendments. 
These amendments address a range of municipal matters, including meeting procedures, 
quorum requirements, salaries for elected officials, ordinance adoption processes, and public 
notice requirements. This hearing is an important opportunity for residents to learn more 
about the proposed changes and share their input before decisions are made.

The More You Know: Public Hearing Notices are legally required to be sent to the Prince George’s Post. In addition, the
City shares notices through its traditional communication channels—posting to the City website, social media, and
making printed copies available in high-traffic locations across campus, including the main Municipal Campus lobby,
Senior Center lobby, Recreation lobby, and Youth Services Bureau (YSB) lobby.

DID YOU KNOW?

You Matter. Your Story Matters.
by Katrina Emerson, Director of Family & Youth Services Bureau
September is National Suicide Prevention Awareness Month, and the District Heights Youth 
Services Bureau stands with our community to break the stigma around mental health. 
We want every young person to know—you are important, your voice matters, and there is 
always hope.

If life feels heavy, you’re not alone. Together, let’s look out for each other, lift each other 
up, and keep the conversation going.

Here’s how we can all help:
Reach out if you’re feeling down—call or text 988 for the Suicide & Crisis Lifeline.
Check in on friends and family—sometimes a small “How are you?” can make a big difference.
Listen without judgment—everyone deserves to feel heard and valued.
Share hope and remind others that brighter days are ahead.

If you or your child need mental or behavioral health support, contact us at (301) 336-7600 or email
ysb@districtheights.org.

Treasurer’s Tips
by Cecelia Smith-Budd, Deputy City Treasurer
As the State of Maryland has begun mailing tax bills, I am happy to share information for a 
Homeowner’s Tax Credit. The State of Maryland provides a credit for the real property tax bill 
for homeowners of all ages who qualify on the basis of gross household income. The credit 
shall be limited to the portion of the dwelling that is used only for the applicant's residential 
purposes. 

In 2025, the Department will be accepting applications through October 1st. For more 
information, visit www.dat.maryland.gov and type “Homeowners Tax Credit” in the 
search bar, or call 1-800-944-7403.
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http://www.dat.maryland.gov/
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“Volunteer” Spotlight
The District Heights Police Department is thrilled to welcome its newest team
member: K9 Sophie, a young and spirited comfort canine, here to bring peace,
compassion, and support to the community and the department alike. 

K9 Sophie is a rescued Belgian Malinois mix. Sophie is in training to be an emotional
support and therapeutic canine. She will assist in victim support, officer wellness,
and outreach activities, including visits to our local schools and public events. 

Chief Tarpley formally introduced K9 Sophie to the residents of the City during
National Night Out on August 5, and she is handled by Sergeant Bryan Stevens, who
is also currently in training as a canine handler. Sergeant Stevens will attend training
in trauma-informed response and canine therapy practices. 

Patrol Services Bureau Commander, Major Timothy Hodge shared that "K9 Sophie is
a great addition to the Team who can calm a child in crisis, provide a senior citizen a
moment of kindness and warmth, and provide a Police Officer time to reduce
stressful situations." 

Meet Sophie—Our Newest District Heights Neighbor!
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The City of District Heights welcomes The Chosen Bistro: a fresh and flavorful addition to our 
growing culinary scene. Helmed by the talented Chef Duriel Barnes, a DC-area native and 
celebrated entrepreneur, The Chosen Bistro is where globally inspired comfort food meets 
hometown warmth.

From serving the community as a police officer to earning accolades as “Best Local Caterer” 
and “Best Personal Chef”, Chef Barnes’ journey reflects his deep commitment to excellence 
and service. His impressive resume includes cooking for national celebrities, appearing on major 
news outlets, and leading culinary efforts for high-profile media productions, all while remaining 
rooted in the community he calls home.

The Chosen Bistro embraces the District Heights theme “This is Home” by creating an inviting space where neighbors
can gather over food that blends Southern traditions with Caribbean zest and creative flair. With menu favorites like
Rasta Pasta, Po’ Boys, and signature handcrafted desserts, each dish tells a story of flavor, heritage, and innovation. 

As we set our sights on “reimagining Marlboro Pike” into a vibrant new town center, The Chosen Bistro represents
exactly the type of eateries and entertainment we envision leading the way. Their presence signals the kind of energy,
creativity, and community spirit we want to showcase in District Heights: a place where quality dining, culture, and
connection meet. 

With Chef Duriel Barnes at the helm, The Chosen Bistro is more than a business—it’s a taste of our city’s future, and a
reminder that in District Heights, this truly is home.

Community Spotlight
Chef Duriel Barnes and The Chosen Bistro



THE                        CORNERCOMMUNITY

Back-to-School Mental Health Check-In
As the new school year begins, it’s important to check in with your child—
not just on grades and supplies, but on their emotions, stress levels, and
overall well-being.

The Youth Services Bureau offers these simple ways to connect with
your scholar:

Ask how they’re feeling about the new year.
Listen without judgment.
Watch for changes in sleep, mood, or appetite.
Support healthy routines for sleep, exercise, and screen time.
Connect with teachers, counselors, or mental health professionals if
you have concerns.

Remember: A healthy mind is the foundation for a successful school year! If you or your child need mental or
behavioral health support, contact us at (301) 336-7600 or email ysb@districtheights.org.

September 7: Municipal Campus Forest Cleanup
In partnership with the City of District Heights, ASEZ WAO is hosting a
cleanup to make our community cleaner and greener! Meet us at the
Main Campus parking lot (2000 Marbury Drive) on Saturday,
September 7 from 9:00 am - 1:00 pm. Scan the code to
register/RSVP. 

All ages welcome! Let’s come together to make a difference.

Starting Saturday, September 13, 2025, 10:00 am to 12:00 pm, young
men between the ages of 10 to 18, can learn life skills like, managing
conflict and difficult times, homework assistance, developing resumes
and applying for jobs, how to be successful entrepreneur, and more.

In partnership with Pushing for Greatness Mentoring Services, the City
of District Heights Department of Recreation and Culture aims to offer
professional mentoring support and guest speakers from our local
leaders for our city residents and community members.

Contact the Department at (301) 336-5633 or email
recreation@districtheights.org for more information about the
registration process, volunteer requirements, and responsibilities,
upcoming classes and programs, and upcoming partnerships with our
local schools.

Boys Mentoring Starts September 13
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Falls are the leading cause of injury among older adults—but the good news is, many are preventable. According to the
National Council on Aging (NCOA), one older adult is treated in an emergency department every 11 seconds due to a
fall-related injury. 

Prevent Falls, Stay Independent: 6 Steps for Senior Safety
by Tomiko Thomas, Director of Senior Services

To help reduce your risk, NCOA
recommends six simple but powerful
steps:

1.Find a good balance and exercise
program

2.Talk to your healthcare provider
3.Review your medications regularly
4.Check your vision and hearing

annually
5.Keep your home environment safe
6.Start conversations with your

family members

Here in District Heights, we’re doing our
part to help seniors stay active, healthy,
and safe. One of the most effective
ways to prevent falls is to improve your
strength and balance through regular
movement. That’s why we invite you to
join the Zumba and Yoga classes at the
District Heights Senior Center—a fun,
supportive space to stay moving and
stay connected.

Whether you're just getting started or
looking to maintain your mobility, these
classes are a great way to prioritize
your well-being. 

To learn more about fall prevention, visit
ncoa.org/FallsPrevention.

http://ncoa.org/FallsPrevention


BLVD.BUSINESS
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Ad Pricing for The Herald

SIZE DIMENSIONS (approx.) PRICE
(1 issue)

PRICE
(3 issues)

⅛ Page 3.5" W x 4" H $75 $200

¼ Page 3.5" W x 4" H $125 $350

½ Page 7.5" W x 4" H $250 $700

Full Page 7.5" W x 8.25" H $600 $1,500
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PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS
IN THE HERALD

The Herald is now offering ad space
in upcoming issues. This is a great

opportunity to showcase your
business to residents and

community members. See the chart
below for pricing and details, or

contact Kellye Beathea, Director of
Communications, at

beatheak@districtheights.org.

SECURE YOUR SPOT TODAY!

BLVD.BUSINESS
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THE OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER FOR THE CITY OF DISTRICT HEIGHTS

THIS IS HOME.
General Government

(Monday - Friday: 9:00 am to 5:00 pm)
301-336-1402 ext. 110

Police Department
districtheights.org/police-department

301-336-1400 ext. 111

Code Enforcement
districtheights.org/code-enforcement

301-336-1400 ext. 160

Public Works
districtheights.org/public-works

301-336-7417

Senior Services
districtheights.org/senior-services

301-350-3660

Recreation Center
districtheights.org/recreation-parks-culture-department

301-336-5633

Family & Youth Services
districtheights.org/family-youth-services

301-336-7600

For emergencies
call 9-1-1 (24 hours)


